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Mar-lam Preparatory S¢iiQ(|

NEWSLETTER sANuARY

Parents & Guardiang:

|Happy New Year to everyone and welcome back! I hope that everyone |
jenjoyed a restful and happy holiday season.

!Wifh this issue of the newsletter, we have completed the first term
| of the 2006-2007 school year. Our first four months of school were
Iamazing We had many positive experiences including, the high turnout !
lof parents for class meetings, a tennis team that continued to I
Icompe‘re at high levels, hosting a successful International Student Day |
las well as Tea Party and the addition of several babies to the Mar-Jam |
ifamily. This list could go on and on, and we are only half way through |
i the year, so there's sure to be more to come. As you read this issue,
please make note of the many upcoming events and activities listed

ms«de
| I

| As to those upcoming events, one of the major focuses of the term is |
Ithe GSAT exams. As we did last year, we are in the process of I
| preparing content readiness for each of the areas that students will |
|be tested in. A part of the preparation process call for analyzing each |
jStudent's level of readiness for testing and providing extra support

iwher‘e necessary. |

L As you read this issue of the newsletter, you would have or shortly !
lafter receive progress reports for the first term. Please review these !
!r‘epor“rs with your child / children. !
| |
| As we move into the second phase of 2006-2007 school year, we would | |
|I|ke to encourage each parent to continue to be involved, but more i
‘importantly, we want to assure each parent that our mission continues :
ifo be that of providing a high quality educational program that ensures
:each student the opportunity to excel academically and grow socially.

! The staff at Mar-Jam wishes to thank you for your continued support !
land we look forward to working with you in the months to follow. !
i Mrs. Belinda Lue - Principal |
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THANK YOU

We would like to thank all the students,
parents, relatives and friends who support
and contributed towards our annual Tea @y

Party. It was avery pleasant afternoon —J;’

which we all enjoyed.

REPORTS
Progress reports for thisterm are ready for

collection . This can be done between 9 am.
and 3 p.m. at the office.

SCHOOL FEE

School fee for the Easter Term is now due.
Please remember that your tuition is what
keeps the school financially sound and
allows us to provide such an excellent
program. We ask that you make every
attempt to remit your paymentsin atimely
manner. Thank you.

& EMERGENCY DRILLS

Y our child may mention that we will have
earthquake and fire drills. Please understand
that these drills are mandated by law. We
are not trying to scare the children, but we
are preparing them for an emergency that
hopefully will never happen. By law, we
have to practice fire drills and earthquake
drills during the school year.

.CHOOLEVENTDVD

Copies of the International Students' Day
celebration, the Prefect Inauguration Cere-
mony and the Tea Party are available for
sale. Contact the school for further informa-
tion.

PARENTS’ NIGHT

Our annual Parents' Night
which was scheduled for

November 24th was unfortu-
nately postponed due to the
inclement weather. However,
it has now been rescheduled
for_Friday, February 2, 2007.

F. Y.L - It is a relaxing night
filled with fun and laughter.
It ig also an opportunity for
you to see the teachers and
other parents ‘let their hair
down’. Refreshmentg are
served and games and mu-

sic are
played
for your en-
V| joyment.

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
(FEBRUARY)

We will be celebrating Black
History Month this year with
specia emphasis on black
entertainment personalities
from Jamaica. Classes will
make presentations on such
persons as:

L ouise Bennett-Coverley
Charles Hyatt
Ranny Williams
Leonie Forbes
Oliver Samuels
Andrea
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ANNUAL P.T.A.
MEETING

The annual P.T.A. meeting for the
Easter Term will be on Wednesday,
March 14 , 2007 at 4:00 p.m.

Please attend our PTA meetings —
thisisagreat way to meet other
parents and know what is happen-
ing in the school.

A common misconception about
P.T.A.isthat itisstrictly afund-
raising group. While we do have
fundraising activities, that is not the
sole purpose of the P.T.A.

Raising funds has become a priority
due to funding shortages, and our
school has enjoyed new computers
and awater cooler among other
things that would not have been
possible without your help.

However, PTA isalso aforumto
help you learn more about your
children and ways to help them at
home and at school, to pursue
activities that the families may
enjoy, and help to guide the
direction of our school.

Numerous studies have shown that

students, whose parents are

involved in their school life, do
better academically.

MID-TERM BREAK

School will be closed on the
following days for the mid-term
break :

February 21 - Ash Wednesday
February 22 - 23 Mid-term

Classes will resume on February
26, 2007.

PARENT / TEACHER
CONFERENCE

Parent / Teacher Conference for the
Easter Term will be held on March
28, 2007 between 8:30 am. and
3:00 p.m. Parents are being asked
to make every effort to attend as
reports are not issued for thisterm.

Please make an appointment for a
time on this day to speak with your
child’ steacher about his/her
progress.

G.S.A.T.

The Grade Six Achievement Tests
are scheduled for March 29 and 30.

Reqular classes for the school are
suspended on these two days.

SPORTS DAY

v Sports Day will be on
“ April 3, 2007. It will
be held at the Lester
Marsh Sports Complex in Content
Gardens. We begin at 9:00 am.
Come prepared to cheer your child
on.

Houses will be conducting fund-

raisers during the term. Please sup-
port them.

ARRIVAL TIME

School begins at 8:30 am.
Instruction begins at 9:00 am. and
ends at 3:30.p.m Children who
arrive late or leave early are
missing instruction and material for
which they are responsible.

Late arrival also disrupts classes
which have already started. Please
make every effort to be at school on
time.

DISMISSAL TIME

We would liketo remind all par-
ents of the dismissal times for the
classes.

K1lends at 1:30 p.m. These stu-
dents are expected to be picked up
by 2:30 p.m. the latest.

K2 & K3 endsat 2:00 p.m. These
students are expected to be picked
up by 3:00 p.m. the latest.

P1- P5 ends between 3:00 p.m. and
3:30 p.m. These students are
expected to be picked up by 4:00
p.m. the latest.

P6 ends at 4:00 p.m. and these stu-
dents are expected to be picked up
by 4:30 p.m.

The teacher’ s playground duty ends
at 4:00 p.m. All students must leave
the school compound by 4:30 p.m.
No teacher will be on the school
compound after this time to super-
vise your child.

Please make every effort to have
your child/children home early. We
are living in dangerous times and
there are alot of unscrupulous peo-
ple around who will seek to harm
your child/children.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Michaelann Denton has done it again. She
entered the Burger King Inter-Scholastics
(/ Tennis Competition at the Eric Bell Tennis
Jamaica Center on January 20th and won
the girls Under 12 Championship. She went through
five rounds scoring 8-0, 8-0, 8-0, 8-1 and 8-1.

We want to congratulate her and hope that she will
continue to make us proud.

SCHOOL SUPPLIE

Please check to be sure your child has all the
necessary supplies for school.

MANY STUDENTSSTILL DO NOT HAVE ALL
OF THE SUPPLIES NEEDED.

ABSENCES

Itis critical that the school be notified of all

absences. To make it convenient for parents to report
absences, you could call the school office within
school hours. We are asking all parents to cooperate
in this matter. When your child returns to school after
an absence of more than three days, please send a
note with him/her. If your child is to leave the school
early for any reason, please send a note to the
teacher.

BIRTHS
We would like to congratulate the following
families on the birth of their newborn:

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Henry

Mr. and Mrs. Vijay Nirankari
Mr. and Mrs. Jalikumar Vanjani

59 “The man who does not read good books
has no advantage over the man who
cannot read them.”
Mark Toain

ﬁ USE OF THE TELEPHONES

Student use of phonesis limited to
EMERGENCY situations only. Forgetting home-
work, abook or amusical instrument is not an emer-
gency. The staff would appreciate parents reinforc-
ing this at home, because school phones are usually
busy and lines are limited. It is necessary for parents
to make after school arrangements before children
leave for school in the morning. Making last minute
arrangements by phone is discouraged. Please send
anote with your child if thereis achangein plans.

PROBLEMS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS

Mar-Jam Preparatory School has an open door
policy. Parents, students and community members
are always welcome to share ideas or concerns with
school personnel and administration. If the officeis
hectic, please leave your name and phone number
and we will return your call promptly. If you would
rather come in and conference with us, we suggest
that you call first to make an appointment. The staff
member may have a previously scheduled meeting
or appointment. Our policy regarding classroom
concernsisthat the parent first contact the teacher.
If the problem is not resolved, then contact the
princi- pal.

U
e

Thewodd's biggest sharks -- the
hasking shark and the whale
shark -- are also among the least
dangeraus sharks.

Withen an armadillo ego hatches,
there are almuost akvays four
hahies inside it.

Balw camels are bom withaout a
hump.

@ EducationWarld.com
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